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Where is Nhava Sheva?


Nhava Sheva is not a city and it not on most maps.  Instead, it is a brand-new, fully modern container port located a few miles east from India’s largest city, Mumbai.  In November 1995, Bombay changed its name to Mumbai.  





AES Electronic Filing 


As noted in the AES Newsletter, dated April 2006 - The publication date for the full mandatory filing of export information in AES is unclear at this time because of two comments raised by the Department of Homeland Security/Customs and Border Protection.


The comments related to grandfathering in current, approved USPPIs under the Post-departure Program (Option IV) and the sharing of confidential export information from AES with foreign governments.


Once released for publication, the effective date of the AES Mandatory Filing Final Rule will be 30 days after publication in the Federal Register.  The trade will be required to implement the changes 90 days after the effective date.  The Census Bureau will begin accepting Post-Departure (Option IV) applications electronically on the effective date.





European Union Counter Measures on U.S. Goods


Punitive customs duties on selected U.S. goods as established by the European Council Regulation 171/2005 may begin on May 16, 2006. These customs duties will be at a flat rate of 14%. There will not be a gradual increase of these additional duties but rather, an immediate implementation of the full rate. Generally affected products include agricultural items, textiles, industrial products, electronic products, paper products, and steel (see Annex of Regulation 171/2005). For the full report with links to additional information, including the complete product list, please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/europeanunion/sanctions.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/europeanunion/sanctions.html�.





ISPM 15 Update


ISPM 15 requires all wood packing material be stamped, indicating heat treatment or fumigation. Additional WTO countries and timeframes for implementation are as follows:


Lebanon – March, 2006,  Turkey – January, 2006


For additional information, please refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aphis.usda.gov" ��www.aphis.usda.gov�





CAFTA 


The Central American Free Trade Agreement took effect on March 1 after El Salvador became the first signatory to meet the CAFTA requirements.  Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras & Nicaragua anticipate early July, 2006.  Costa Rica has yet to ratify the agreement.  For additional information regarding CAFTA and other trade agreements, please refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/CAFTA/Section_Index.html" ��www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/CAFTA/Section_Index.html�




















