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India 


Wood Packaging Material (WPM) Requirements





The International Plant Protection Convention’s (IPPC) ISPM 15 guidelines governing the treatment of solid wood packaging was designed to standardize requirements and meet the pest eradication needs of the 118 countries that were original signatories to the agreement.  Since then, an additional 16 countries have signed on to the guidelines.





India has scheduled implementation for June 1, 2004.  





India requires a phytosanitary certificate be issued or proper pallet marking.  The US Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) will not issue a phytosanitary certificate for packaging material used in the transport of commodities and therefore USA exporters must use properly marked pallets utilizing one of the following measures. 





Methyl Bromide (MB) Fumigation:  APHIS has designated National Wooden Pallet & Container Association (NWPCA) as the manager of this program.





Heat Treatment (HT):  Coniferous (softwood) and non coniferous (hardwood) packaging material must be heated in a schedule that achieves a minimum core temperature of 56C for a minimum of 30 minutes.  APHIS has selected the American Lumber Standards Committee (ALSC) as the manager of this program.  





For either treatment, the wood packaging must be visibly marked.  The mark, approved by the IPPC, identifies the treatment facility, country and producer codes.





Please refer to the following for additional information regarding WPM requirements.





U.S Customs and Border Protection seminar - Wednesday, May 26 at 2:00 pm at the Best Western, Chicago West, 1600 Oakton, Elk Grove Village, IL.   The speakers will include a USDA Export Specialist.





APHIS – USDA website at www.aphis.usda.gov 





Please contact Marc Mugfor, UFO (mmugfor@ufoltd.com) if you are interested in attending the seminar.

















It is the opinion of Jeff Davison, APHIS USDA that the June 1 requirement is based on USA departure, not arrival.  He also felt India would recognize a grace period for enforcement.  








