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Wood Packing – USA Imports 


Phase III is in effect as of July 5, 2006 providing full enforcement on all articles of regulated Wood Packing Materials entering North America. Shipments utilizing noncompliant regulated WPM will not be allowed to enter the USA. 





Israel – Blanket Certificate of Origin


To be eligible for a blanket certificate of origin to Israel, a U.S. manufacturer or exporter must apply to the Israeli Department of Customs and VAT for approved exporter status.  Part of the criteria for approval includes a minimum $20 million to Israel per year and a clean record with Israel Customs.  If approved, the exporter will be given an identity number to be included on all commercial invoices.  The approval is valid for 6 months, after which automatic extensions may be granted or a new application submitted for approval.  The identity number replaces the need for a certificate of origin (blanket or per shipment)





CARICOM


The CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME), negotiated in 2001 took effect January 1, 2006 for Barbados, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.  It is anticipated to become effective this summer for the additional islands of Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. CSME provides for the free flow of capital, goods, services, and persons within the region and a common external tariff.





US avoids EU Trade Tariffs – * Update *


The threat of punitive customs duties on select US goods, scheduled to begin on May 16, 2006 has been avoided by US corporations. The US government repealed corporate tax breaks, previously ruled an illegal subsidy by the WTO. The EU imposed duties were in retaliation of the corporate tax benefits.





Fuel Charge Increases


In response to fluctuating fuel prices, several carriers have announced pending increases to freight by implementing and/or increasing the Fuel Surcharge (FSC) or Bunker Adjustment Factor (BAF).  All areas of the world could be affected by the increase.





Useful Websites:  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sunrisesunset.com" ��www.sunrisesunset.com� – provides local times for various worldwide time zones





� HYPERLINK "http://www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac" ��www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac�  - OFAC Web site provides information on sanctions as well as the complete list of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons (the "SDN list"). 








