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President Bush Seeks Trade Promotion Authority





Trade Promotion Authority would grant President Bush authority to negotiate worldwide trade agreements.  This type of authority was known as “fast track” legislation under previous administration.  If Congress passes the law, Congress will have the power only to accept or reject a trade pact, with no provision to amend the proposed agreement.  As the trade agreement can not be altered by congressional amendments, Trade Promotion Authority encourages countries to negotiate trade agreements with the USA.  One objective of a free trade agreement is to make US manufacturers more competitive by reducing and eventually eliminating the duty rates paid by importers on US made goods.





With Trade Promotion Authority, President Bush has suggested he intends to pursue bi-lateral trade agreements with Chile, Jordan and Singapore, in addition to the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA). 





Argentina Pre-shipment Inspection Regulations





In accordance with General Resolution AFIF 995/01, effective April 13, 2001 several commodities destined for Argentina no longer require pre-shipment inspection.  The primary commodities affected by this change include; clothing, machinery, magnetic tapes, watches and clocks.  If your commodity previously required pre-shipment inspection, UFO recommends you receive confirmation of pre-shipment inspection requirements with the importer prior to shipment of the next order to Argentina.





European Union institutes Emergency Measures 


For Coniferous Non-Manufactured Wood Packing 





The European Union (EU) member countries have adopted measures aimed at regulating the treatment and marking of new and used coniferous non-manufactured wood packing material (NMWP).  This regulation affects all imports originating from the United States, Canada, China or Japan beginning October 1, 2001.  Significant concern regarding the introduction of the pinewood nematode into member countries’ ecosystems prompted this regulation.  Work is currently underway in the United States to set up a program that conforms to the EU regulations.  Coniferous NMWP will be accepted into the EU if heat-treated or constructed through a pressure treatment process.  Treated wood must bear an official approved mark indicating the type of treatment and the party to have completed the treatment.  Additional EU heat treatment information is available at the USDA web site � HYPERLINK http://www.aphis.usda.gov ��http://www.aphis.usda.gov�
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