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General Rate Increase (GRI)





Several steamship lines have announced a GRI affecting exports from the US East and Gulf coasts to the East and West Coasts of South America.  Effective April 1, 2001 the anticipated GRI will increase rates by $300 / 20’ container and $600 / 40’ container.  UFO recommends you contact our office to confirm freight pricing on any UFO quotations to the West or East Coasts of South America. 





New Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED)





Effective April 1, 2001, a new SED form will be required by the US Census Bureau for export shipments with a value higher than $2500.00.  US Census added several fields to the SED to gain more information about the export transaction. If your firm is required to complete SEDs for business not being coordinated through UFO, you may refer to:  � HYPERLINK http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade ��www.census.gov/foreign-trade� for additional information.  You might also consider AES Direct, a system that provides a format for submitting the SED electronically via the Internet.  Please contact your UFO Customer Service Representative if you require additional information.





With the exception of licensed cargo, all shipments routed through UFO are filed electronically and are therefore not effected by this new form.





Australia – Consolidated Cargo/Less than Container Load (LCL)





Effective April 1, 2001, the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) will require a statement to be included on documentation for all consolidated shipments utilizing wood or wood packing material.   The statement will help ensure timely cargo release and customs clearance.  If there is no wood used in shipping, a “no wood” statement should be noted on the customs documentation.  Upon confirmation of wood packing, UFO will include the statement on shipper’s commercial invoices.
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